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king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep;

yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her

husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away.

On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to

thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her

sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister

with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.When King Shah

Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come

again at eventide..? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..The folk

marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one

told me the following story]..11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of

Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the

stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape.

His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by

him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door

of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was

wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at

thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and

sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his

treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send

to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and

mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said,

"Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off

her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen

Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.'

Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of

mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..The Fifteenth Night of the Month..[When the appointed

day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal,

accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath

commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to

him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to

know of her and I will contrive the trick.".Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with

subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land,

abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight

thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh.

Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he

said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following
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verses:.25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the

Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you

more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with

him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse

with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How

shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife

mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made

himself king..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3.
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